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Parent Council 

Agenda and Minutes 

WB, 23rd November 2018 

Present: Warrick Barton (Head), Jo Barnes (parent governor/ Duckling class), Tracey King (Kingfisher), Karen Mitchell 

(Otter), Sally Jenkins (Dragonfly), Jenny Button (Duckling) 

Apologies: None 

Item Topic Discussion Actions 

1 Handwashing 

Parents have asked whether children could be taught how best 
to wash their hands, in order to help prevent the spread of 
illness. 
It was also noted that the PTA have agreed to fund improved 
handwashing facilities for Dragonfly & Duckling to use, including 
better sanitisers and taps that are easier to operate. 

WB will seek appropriate lesson materials 
from the school nurse and ask teachers to 

deliver these lessons next term. 

2 Parent Pay 

It was raised that although it is possible to see the meals that 
have been paid for, parents cannot find information on the 
Parent Pay website that tells them which other items they have 
paid for.  Emailed receipts do not detail the dates for which, eg 
breakfast club has been paid. 

WB will speak to Sarah Millican to see if it is 
possible to get this information from Parent 
Pay. If so, we can publish a guide for parents 
on how to get it. 

3 
After school 

clubs 

Parents have queried why these sometimes do not run in the 
first and/or last week of a term.  This can make child care 
arrangements difficult. 

There is no reason why clubs could not run 
each week.  This will be the case in terms 3 
and 4 and WB will speak to Alison Patey to 
ensure it continues after that.  If there is a 
specific reason why a club cannot run in a 
particular week, we will communicate the 
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Item Topic Discussion Actions 
reason as well as the dates to the parents 
whose children attend that club. 

4 
Attendance 

letters 

This term, attendance letters were sent out with a standard 
wording provided by the local authority.  This did not take any 
account of individual circumstances, including children who were 
ill with chicken pox, for example.  In some cases parents had 
wanted to bring their children to school but were prevented 
from doing so by the school’s following of public health policy on 
controlling infections.  The wording of the letter could be 
improved so that parents did not feel they were being criticised 
for absence caused by circumstances that were completely 
beyond their control. 

WB will address this in time for the Term 2 
letters, which will be sent out early in Term 
3. 

5 School Photos 

Parents have been concerned that the quality of the school 
photographs taken last term was much lower than was the case 
previously.  Some have either not ordered prints or returned 
them and have not been happy with the service provided by the 
photography company. 

WB has checked and this was in fact the 
same provider as last year.  The provider, 
Tempest Photography, is keen to address 
parents’ concerns and a text has been sent 
to all parents asking them to tell us by Wed 
5th December if they would like a re-print. 

6 Spellings in KS1 

Y1 pupils have an opportunity to attempt the Y2 spelling test 
each week.  There was a discussion about the pros and cons of 
this because while it is a good way to stretch pupils’ learning and 
ambition, some parents may feel that there is pressure on Y1 
pupils to learn words that are a bit harder than necessary for 
their age. 

WB clarified that this is an opportunity for 
Y1, not an expectation.  Parents should not 
put themselves under pressure to teach Y1 
children Y2 words, especially if they do not 
feel their child is ready for that challenge. 

 

Date of next meeting: Friday, 8th February 2019 at 9:00am. 

 


