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Parent Council 

Agenda and Minutes 

WB, 21st September 2018 

Present: Warrick Barton (Head), Tracey King (Kingfisher), Karen Mitchell (Otter), Sally Jenkins (Dragonfly) 

Apologies: Jo Barnes (parent governor/ Duckling class) 

Item Topic Discussion Actions 

1 School meals 

Two queries came up: 
1.  Portion sizes appear to be smaller than they have been 
previously.  Why is that? 
WB clarified that while Mrs Cook is still working in the kitchen, 
the company that line manages her has changed.  This is because 
BANES no longer provide catering services to schools.  Edwards 
and Ward have taken over and children may have noticed the 
more rigorous approach to portion sizes.  However, these sizes 
follow nutritional guidelines so are an improvement in terms of 
children’s diets.  Supplementing the main meal, freshly baked 
wholemeal bread is available, along with a selection of salad 
items.  These have proved popular with the children.  There was a 
specific issue in week 1 in which KS2 children were mistakenly 
given two roast potatoes whereas they should have had three.  
This has now been corrected. 
2.  Is the menu still Sugar Smart? 
WB explained that we wanted children to have input into the 
choice of menu for the launch of the new catering service.  This 
led to a non-sugar-smart menu being put in place for the time 
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Item Topic Discussion Actions 
being.  However, the nutritional balance overall – including the 
salads and wholemeal bread – is improved; this is despite the 
menu not meeting the standard for sugar smart (by a small 
margin).  

2 Reading books 

Three queries came up: 
1.  How can parents find out more about the book level their 
child is on, how long they should be on it and how it compares to 
the book level for a typical child of that age? 
WB explained that this is on our website, but recognised it is 
probably difficult to find.  It will be flagged up in the newsletter 
2.  It is good that children can choose any book that interests 
them as well as the book at their reading level.  However, how is 
it checked that the free choice book is suitable for children’s age 
in terms of its subject matter/ content?   
The choice available in each classroom is broadly selected to be 
appropriate for the relevant age group.  However, there may be 
occasions when a book finds its way onto the wrong shelf.  We 
are grateful to parents for flagging this up.  When books are 
borrowed from the school library, the Y6 librarians will support 
younger children to ensure that they choose books with suitable 
content. 
3.  Has the school considered inviting in children’s authors (on an 
ongoing basis) or groups such as ‘Poetry Slam’ to celebrate 
National Poetry Day on 4th October? 
While we do regularly have offers from various different types of 
organisation offering curriculum workshops, the school has to be 
selective because of the costs involved, including costs that are 
passed on to parents.  We did advertise Philip Pullman’s talk in 
Bath recently in the newsletter and we organise a range of trips 

WB will make the book band 
information available again through 
the newsletter. 
 
 
 
Parents should continue to flag up any 
book they do not feel suits their child. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WB and teachers will continue to 
consider carefully offers of workshops 
that come into school. 
WB will specifically look into Poetry 
Slam workshops for national poetry 
day. 
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Item Topic Discussion Actions 
and/or visitors throughout the year.  However, although Poetry 
Day is already in the school diary there are no such plans at the 
moment.  We are, however, very grateful for the suggestion. 

3 Homework 

A question was raised about the homework grid: are children 
expected to do something from the grid in addition to reading 
and spellings? 
WB clarified that – beyond reading and spelling, which should be 
prioritised at home – parents and children are free to do as much 
or as little from the homework grid as suits them.  We recognise 
that different families have varying amounts of time available 
each weekend and that children have different levels of interest 
in particular topics and homework activities.  The grid is not 
meant to be a burden, but rather is there to provide an 
opportunity for children to develop their learning at home.  There 
is no minimum requirement for the number of activities to be 
done each week. 

SJ will feed back to the parent. 

4 
Health and 

Safety – rules 
about hair 

A parent wanted to know whether it was still a school rule that 
long hair should be tied back. 
WB clarified that yes, this is still a school rule in order to support 
good health, safety and hygiene. 

WB to confirm this via the newsletter. 

 

Date of next meeting: Friday, 7th December 2018 at 9:00am. 

 


