
Newsletter – 7
th

 September 2018 

We are proud to say… 

 

 Stars of the week in Duckling are: Henry C & Poppy 
 Stars of the week in Dragonfly are: Anais, Dylan & Josh 
 Stars of the week in Otter are: Connie & Lucas 
 Stars of the week in Kingfisher are: Sonny & Theo 
 Headteacher awards: Jenson, Dylan B-B, Bella & Tilda 
 Best class attendance: Duckling & Dragonfly 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

It is really good to be back after the holiday and I’ve very much enjoyed 

seeing the children settle in to their new classes as we start the new 

academic year.  As I have walked around our growing school I have seen 

lots of examples of the friendliness and good nature that characterises the 

children here.   

  

 

Our Year 6 team of ‘buddies’ have provided some excellent support to our 

new Reception children in Duckling class.  Mrs Rawlinson and Miss Perrett 

have been very pleased with how well they have settled in so far, and I too 

have seen our youngest children co-operating together and showing some 

really good listening skills for so early in the year. 

The term ahead will see the children get involved in their learning and the 

new level of challenge now that they have moved up a year group.  Our 

focus as a school is on reading and spelling, as well as some other aspects of  



  

 

punctuation and grammar.  As parents you can play a key role in helping 

children with their reading by making sure that whatever your child’s age 

they read very regularly each week.  For younger children, you will want to 

read with them as well as to them; older ones are less likely to read with an 

adult, but talking to them regularly about the books they are reading will 

really help to develop their understanding and enjoyment. 

There are a couple of key dates below that you will want to note, for our 

Harvest Assemblies and Parents Evenings.  We also have a ‘Dahlicious’ Dress 

Up day on Thursday next week (13th Sep).  Roald Dahl has written about 

many different characters in his books, including several ‘ordinary-looking’ 

children so hopefully costumes won’t be too tricky to put together!  The day 

should be a lot of fun and will really help to promote the key skill of reading.  

We will follow up this focus on reading on Friday morning when any children 

who have completed the Libraries Reading Challenge this summer can bring 

in their medals and certificates. 

Enjoy your weekend and the rest of the newsletter, 

Mr Barton 

 

Please can children dress as their favourite Roald Dahl 

character on Thursday, and bring a donation for the 

Roald Dahl Children’s Charity? 



School Payments 

As we have a number of new parents at the school, we thought we would 

just reiterate how school payments are made at school.   

School Meals for Early years and Key Stage 1 Children  

All Early Years and KS1children are encouraged to eat a free school meal 

which is paid for by the Government.  If you notice a payment request on 

Parentpay, please ignore as we are not expecting you to pay. 

School Meals for Key Stage 2 Children  

The school requires that all meals for KS2 children are paid for in advance, 

either weekly, monthly or termly.  The school is unable to carry a debt for 

school meals and frequent non-payment may result in the school meals 

service being removed for particular children and admin fees being 

charged. 

Breakfast Club 

Parentpay will be updated on a Friday for that week’s Breakfast Club 

attendance and early payment of these debts is expected.  Again, frequent 

non payment of fees may result in the withdrawal of the Breakfast Club and 

admin fees being charged. 

School Trips/Events 

If there is a fee associated with a school trip or event, you will be emailed a 

letter which will ask you to make payment on Parentpay.  Before you are 

able to pay, Parentpay will ask you to tick a consent box and ask you to 

provide two telephone numbers to use in case of an emergency on the trip.  

All school trips and events can only go ahead if all parents pay for their child 

to participate, otherwise the trip or event would have to be cancelled. 

  

Uniform Swap Shop 

We are hoping to set up a uniform swap shop at the school whereby parents 

can donate any clean surplus uniform which can be reused by other 

children.  We intend to have a clothes rail in the hall whereby parents can 

hang up donated clothes and then anyone can just help themselves to the 

contents of the clothes rail.  This is a great opportunity for parents to save 

money and recycle unwanted uniform.  If you have an unwanted clothes rail, 

please let the School Office know.  Also, please feel free to drop off your 

unwanted uniform. 

 

 



Term dates 2019-20 

We have now set our term dates for next academic year, in case families are 

already considering holidays for that time.  The dates can be found here.  As 

a reminder, the dates for this academic year are here. 

Harvest Festival 

Each term we invite parents to one of our assemblies.  In the autumn this is 

our Harvest assembly and this year, due to our rise in pupil numbers, we have 

decided to do it twice!  The first assembly will be at 2:30pm on Monday, 15th 

October and the second will be the following morning at 9:00 on Tuesday, 

16th October.  Parents and carers are welcome to come to either 

performance and we hope that this will offer more parents to come at a 

convenient time while ensuring that the hall is not too overcrowded. 

Parents Evenings 

Hopefully parents are aware that they can arrange to speak to a teacher at 

any point in the term if there are any particular queries that come up.  We 

also provide formal parents evenings so that every family can find out how 

their children are doing in school and talk their progress through with the class 

teacher.  Our autumn parents evenings will be on Tuesday 6th November 

(3:30pm-7:00pm) and Wednesday 7th November (3:30pm-5pm).  Sign-up 

sheets will be available nearer the time so that parents can choose a ten-

minute appointment time. 

Thank-you! 

We were very touched that one family of a child who left Y6 at the end of 

last year wanted to make a generous donation to the school at that time.  

They did not want any 

fuss made but we are 

very grateful that they 

chose to support the 

school by donating 

some new picket 

fencing panels for our 

Reception outdoor 

learning space.  These 

are a great addition to 

our new mud kitchen 

there and are much 

appreciated by staff 

and pupils. 

 

 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/School-Term-Dates-and-INSET-Days-2019-2020/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/School-Term-Dates-2018-19/


Community News 

 

This event on could be a great experience for our budding Y5 and Y6 authors…

 

Enter the magical world of Philip Pullman, author of Northern Lights and La Belle 

Sauvage in this very special event with one of the best-loved and most highly 
acclaimed authors in the world. Hear him talk about how he builds his fantasy 

worlds, fall in love with his brave and resilient characters and get the chance to ask 
this master storyteller your own burning questions. 

Please note: There will not be a book signing at this event. 
Family / Age 10+ 

 


