
 

 

 

 
 

                    

Monday, 04 February 2019 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Consultation on Proposal to Convert to Academy Status as part of The Bath and Mendip Partnership 
Trust 
 
You may well already be aware that recent government policy has been that all maintained schools in 
England should move to academy status.  For example, in the Budget Statement in March 2016 it was 
announced that, “By the end of 2020, every school in England will be an academy or free school – or 
be in the process of becoming one.”  While this policy has been relaxed a little since then, the direction 
of travel is clear.  In Bath and NE Somerset in particular, virtually all schools are now either academies 
or in the process of converting. 
 
For over three years, the governors at Pensford have been looking closely at what academy status 
would mean for our school.  We have been working hard to investigate and consider all possible 
options in detail.  Our objective, of course, is to secure the best possible future for our school and to 
continue to work towards an ‘Outstanding’ judgement of the education we provide.  In February last 
year, the governors reached a unanimous decision.  Nigel Chambers wrote to you in his letter of March 
2018 to set out this decision and the reasons for it.  As a reminder, the governors decided to apply to 
convert to academy status as part of The Partnership Trust.  Since then, this trust has merged with the 
smaller Comenius Trust and has changed its name to The Bath and Mendip Partnership Trust (TBMPT). 
 
You might remember that we ran parent consultation evenings (on 11th April last year) in order to 
answer any questions that you had about our decision.  Having done this, and not having received any 
objections to our decision, Mr Barton went ahead and applied to the Regional Schools Commissioner 
for the school to become an academy as part of TBMPT.  You may have read in the newsletter of 25th 
January how we were delighted to hear that our application was successful. 
 
One of our key next steps is to run another consultation with our stakeholders, on a formal basis.  I am 
therefore writing to you now in order to invite your views once again.  This is before the final decision 
is taken as to whether we should complete the last stage of conversion to academy status. 
 
I hope that the linked information sheet and ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ are useful to you in this 
regard.  They may well help to answer any queries that you may have.  We will also run two sessions 
for parents in the school hall so that you can raise any questions in person.  Questions can be raised in 
advance by clicking here, and this can be done anonymously if you prefer.  The parent sessions will be 
held at 3:30pm and 6:30pm on Wednesday, 27th February. 
 
We look forward to discussing this exciting opportunity with you and thank you for your support as this 
process continues. 

 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Nigel Chambers        Warrick Barton 
(Chair of Governors)        (Headteacher) 

Pensford Primary School, Pensford, Bristol BS39 4AA 
Telephone: 01761 490470 
pensford_pri@bathnes.gov.uk 
Web site: www. pensford.bathnes.sch.uk 
Head teacher Mr Warrick R Barton BSc (Hons), PGCE 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/NC_letter_to_parents_academisation_FEB_18_FINAL.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/NC_letter_to_parents_academisation_FEB_18_FINAL.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/Newsletters_1819_Term_3/Week_3_25_January_2019.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/Newsletters_1819_Term_3/Week_3_25_January_2019.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/GB-Academy-Conversion-Documents/103_Consultation_Further_Info.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/GB-Academy-Conversion-Documents/104_Consultation_FAQs_FEB_2019.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/5BHWPWV

