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Parent Council 

Agenda and Minutes 

24th May 2019 

Present: Warrick Barton (Head), Jo Barnes (parent governor), Karen Mitchell (Kingfisher), Jenny Button (Dragonfly), 

Kayleigh Sivier (Duckling) 

Apologies: Sally Jenkins (Otter) 

Item Topic Discussion Actions 

1 
Welcome to 

Kayleigh! 

We were very pleased to welcome Kayleigh Sivier to the 
group.  She will represent Duckling, and the other new roles 
are as above. 

 

2 Pen licences 

Some parents have been concerned that, with children 
moving up to new classes, the criteria for awarding a pen 
licence are quite subjective and may vary from teacher to 
teacher. 
WB explained that this has come up among the staff already, 
and that there is a new arrangement in place.  This is now 
that, if a teacher thinks a pupil is ready for a pen licence, their 
work will be shown to our English subject leader, Mr Miller.  
He will then decide, based on handwriting fluency, quantity of 
writing and a basic level of spelling, whether the child’s work 
meets his criteria for a pen licence.  The child would only be 
informed of this process if they are successfully awarded a 
licence.  Licences will not be removed, although if a child’s 
presentation does deteriorate then they may need to go back 
to pencil for a short time. 

The new arrangement is now in place already, 
and Mr Barton and Mr Miller will ensure that it is 
kept in place. 

3 Parent Pay 
One parent has had an issue with Parent Pay and needs an 
advice on how to claim a refund for meals they have already 

When the details of which parent this is are 
passed to Sarah Millican, she can advise on how 
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Item Topic Discussion Actions 
paid for. to get the refund. 

4 
Refrigeration of 
packed lunches 

Parents have been concerned that, during particularly hot 
weather, packed lunches may become unhealthy if not 
refrigerated.  However, they recognised that it would not be 
possible to store all packed lunches in a fridge.  This applies 
mostly to Kingfisher, where a larger proportion of children 
have packed lunch and the lunches are stored outside. 

WB will ask whether the PTA might be able to 
fund some large cool boxes before next summer.  
Parents should also continue to take care to 
include an ice block with packed lunches during 
hot weather. 

5 
Communication 

through Dojo 

It was raised as a strength, particularly in the early years, that 
communication from the school is so thorough and 
responsive. Parents very much appreciate the comments that 
they see alongside the awarding of Dojo points.  They do 
recognise that this is harder to do in older year groups when 
teachers are busy actively teaching pupils for a very 
significant proportion of their time.  They also agreed that 
teachers should not be interrupting their work teaching 
children to send messages to parents of their phones.  
However, where this is possible due to the type of activity 
taking place, it is much appreciated. 
This opened up a wider discussion about how parents of 
children moving between Key Stages might welcome a 
question-and-answer evening about the subtle differences in 
the school experience as they move up.  This would affect 
Reception children moving from Early Years to Key Stage 1 
and Year 2 children moving from Key Stage 1 to Key Stage 2. 

WB will arrange question and answer sessions for 
parents of children transitioning from YR to Y1 
and from Y2 to Y3 in the summer. 

6 School dinners 

A small number of parents have questioned the fact that the 
menu for almost every day includes a meat or fish option.  
The question is whether this is sufficiently environmentally 
friendly for a school.  However, the general opinion of the 
meeting was that this a choice that parents should make with 
their children, rather than being up to the school.  With the 
jacket potato option, and occasional vegetarian-only days, 

No further action at this time. 
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Item Topic Discussion Actions 
over 2/3 of the choices are already meat free. 

7 Dictionaries 

Parents of Otter children, who all received a free dictionary 
last week from the Chelwood Rotary club, were very pleased 
with these gifts.  It was felt to be a positive change to have 
the dictionaries distributed to Y3/4 as this seems to be a good 
age where the children are keen to receive them and 
appreciate them. 

Subject to the funding and decision making of the 
Rotary Club, this will continue in future years.  
The Club has been thanked in person and 
through the newsletter. 

 

Date of next meeting: Friday, 22nd November 2019 


