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Parent Council 

Agenda and Minutes 

WB, 5th February 2018 

Present: Warrick Barton (Head), Jo Barnes (parent governor), Tracey King (Kingfisher), Karen Mitchell (Otter), Sally Jenkins 

(Dragonfly) 

Apologies: None 

Item Topic Discussion Actions 

1 Parent Pay 
Although its introduction is better in some ways (eg more 
convenient) the bills don’t specify the dates for which payment is 
due, either for breakfast club or for school meals. 

WB will ask Sarah Millican to find out 
how the bills can be adjusted so that 

they do show the dates. 

2 Goal nets 

A query had been raised about when the goal nets would be 
purchased for the school.  In fact, this has happened but the nets 
have been put at the playing fields rather than in the school.  
This is because the goals currently in the playground are too 
large to fit in the storage shed at the field.  We are grateful to 
Tracy Jones, who organised our access to that storage facility.  

WB will clarify what has happened 
with the nets in the newsletter. 

3 Road safety 

A question was raised dating back to last year, when the 
playground wall was struck by a vehicle.  This had happened at a 
weekend, but the concern was that this could potentially happen 
during a playtime or lunchtime.   
Separately, some parents have raised concerns about cars not 
stopping for red lights at the pelican crossing. 

WB will write to Kelvin Packer at the 
Highways department, and Paul May 
(Councillor for Clutton ward) to see 
what can be done about both of these 
issues. 

4 
Puddles on the 

steps 

It was noted that a couple of significant puddles tend to build up 
on the steps at the school entrance during wet weather.  Could 

WB will ask Sarah Millican to look into 
this and obtain quotes. 
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Item Topic Discussion Actions 
something be done about this, such as drilling a drainage hole in 
the wall of the steps? 

5 PE days 

There had been some confusion over PE days earlier this term, 
due to extra sports events.  Part of the confusion had arisen 
because a text had been sent to Otter parents without making it 
clear that it was just for those parents.  Therefore, parents with 
children in both Otter and another class had been confused. 

We will renew our efforts to ensure 
that it is clear in our texts which class 
they are intended for. 

6 Academisation 

WB raised this issue to keep the parent council up to date.  A 
number of schools (9 primaries, including Pensford) have been 
investigating the benefits of becoming academies and joining the 
Lighthouse Schools Partnership (LSP) as part of a new Chew 
Valley Hub.  Chew Valley School has gone ahead and joined the 
LSP, and it is likely that 5 of the primaries will too.  However, we 
at Pensford are still carefully weighing up the benefits to pupils 
and have not yet made a final decision. 

The governors will continue to keep 
parents up to date with further 
developments. 

 

Date of next meeting: Wednesday, 14th March @ 3pm. 

 


