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Parent Council 

Agenda and Minutes 

WB, 21st September 2016 

Present: Warrick Barton (Head), Jo Barnes, Charlotte Tremlett, Tracey King 

Item Topic Discussion Actions 

1 
Open Day, 3rd October 

It would be helpful to have some 
parents available on 3rd Oct to show 
other parents round. 

Parents will offer their time if they 
can. 

2 

Parent Pay 

This is a very good system for parents, 
but costs the school too much to be 
viable.  However, payment by BACS is 
offered. 

WB to publicise the payment by BACS 
facility in the newsletter. 

3 

School meals take-up levels 

The parents felt that the main reason 
for low take-up levels was the cost.  
They were very appreciative of the 
skills of the cook and welcomed the 
one-off themed days.  They shared 
the school’s view that it would be a 
big shame to lose the on-site kitchen 
if it were to be no longer viable.  
However, last minute changes to the 
menu (of which there have been two 
this term so far) are upsetting for 

Themed days will continue on a 
regular basis (Lisa Cook). 

 
School meals will be publicised in the 

newsletter (WB). 
 

Where last minute changes to the 
menu are unavoidable, a reason will 

be texted to parents (WB & LC) 
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some children and should be avoided 
or at least explained. 

4 Parent surveys format Parents felt that an online format 
would be preferable for parent 
surveys, so long as paper versions 
were also available. 

WB will send out an online parent 
satisfaction survey in the 

penultimate week of this term.  
Printed copies will be available. 

5 Past pupils’ stories The idea of sharing stories of 
interesting travel/ work opportunities 
taken up by past pupils was discussed, 
along with the fact that no such 
stories have yet been received. 

WB will publicise this again through 
the newsletter. 

6  
School trips 

 
 

There have been no school trips for a long 
period of time, and parents felt strongly that 
these should be available to children as part 
of the curriculum.  WB agreed and 
demonstrated how this is in the school 
development plan for this year.  Cinderella 
has been booked for 5th Jan and letters will 
go out soon.  Other possibilities for trips are 
being explored, including the potential for 
use of a minibus from another school and 
local trips such as to the outdoor space that 
has been offered by a governor. 

Teachers will plan 2 trips per class 
across the year. 

7  
After-school clubs 

 

There is a gap on a Wednesday 
because the clubs offered then are 
only for older children.  Parents would 

The school will continue to look into 
providers for after school clubs in 

order to increase the range offered, 
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like this gap filled and raised the 
possibility of a ‘stay and play’ type 
after-school club similar to breakfast 
club.  However, it was recognised that 
staffing this could be difficult.  

particularly for younger pupils. 
 

NOTE: two further such clubs are 
already booked in to visit the school 
on 3rd and 10th October: Magic Maths 

and Create Art. 
8 
 
 

 
Aprons for art 

 

Following a lesson yesterday in which 
children took part in art with paint 

and glue without aprons, it was 
requested that if no aprons are 

available in school the parents be 
given notice and asked to provide an 

old shirt. 

WB will investigate what aprons we 
have in school and will request that 
parents provide something such as 
an old shirt in the future, if this is 

found to be necessary. 

9 Routine at the start of the day for 
new parents 

Some new Reception parents were 
not sure where to drop their children 
off at the start of the day on the first 

day back in September. 

WB will put better communication 
into place for Sep 2017 

10 Governor awareness Although the vice chair of governors 
did come along to the ‘Meet the 
Head’ meetings and introduce 

himself, it was felt by some parents 
that they do not know enough about 
who the governors are and what their 
various roles are.  WB asked whether 
a ‘meet the governors’ event should 

WB will publicise governor info in the 
newsletter. 
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be organised, but it was felt that there 
would not be much take-up for this 
and that rather better information 

could be put on the website, including 
photos of the governors, and 

publicised for parents. 
11 Communication and parents’ 

evening 
Parents have requested good notice 
of parents’ evenings so that they can 
arrange childcare etc to be there.  It 

was also suggested that a noticeboard 
be put outside Dragonfly class to say 
(briefly) some key activities that the 
children have taken part in each day.  
This would facilitate parents taking 

learning further at home, and bridge 
the gap between the feedback that 
parents of children at nurseries are 
used to and the lack of feedback at 

the end of the day in schools. 

Parents’ Evenings have been 
arranged for 2nd and 3rd Nov and 
these dates will be in this week’s 

newsletter. 
 

WB will arrange for a communication 
board to go up outside Dragonfly 

class. 

12 Homework books From some parents’ perspective, the 
expectations for homework are not 

clear (for example, the ways in which 
work might be recorded, particularly 

for those children who have not 
developed fluent writing skills) 

Following agreement with teachers, 
WB will arrange to clarify this for 

parents. 
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Date of next meeting: 9th November, 3:00pm 


