
Newsletter – 8
th

 March 2019 
We are proud to say… 

 

 Stars of the week in Duckling are:  Connie, Harriet & Miahlee 
 Stars of the week in Dragonfly will get certificates on Monday, 

as they were at Forest School this morning 
 Stars of the week in Otter are: Alfie and Macie 
 Stars of the week in Kingfisher are: Brandon and Max 
 Headteacher awards: Lexon, Beau, Bella and Sonny 
 Best class attendance: Dragonfly 

Please click the class names to visit the class webpages. 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

This week parents have had the opportunity to find out in detail how their children 

are progressing in school at our parents’ evenings.  I know this was a positive 

experience for both teachers and parents, and while children inevitably have things 

to work on, it is very pleasing to see how they have progressed.  It has also been a 

great pleasure to welcome our newest pupil, Miahlee, to Duckling class. 

On the other hand, we had some sad news this week 

as I learned on Wednesday of the passing of Barry 

Gillett.  Barry was a governor at our school for around 

20 years and did a tremendous amount for Pensford.  

His links with the Rotary Club benefited the school 

enormously over the years.  For example, The Club 

sent decorating and maintenance teams each 

summer to spruce up the school and they bought 

sports kit for our teams.  I met Barry last year in July 

and again in October, when he visited with Ken Biggs 

to give out dictionaries to children in Kingfisher class – 

another example of the generosity of the Rotary Club 

and of his support for the school. 

Barry personally started up the Chew Valley Primary 

School football and rugby circuit which has been running for many years.  He was 

thrilled to learn that the Pensford girls won the football cup in February! 

Barry also provided the planters that are still in place at the back of the school (and 

which we are looking to refurbish).  The Rotary club provided the materials and built 

the raised beds.  He came to a great many of the school events over the years and 

even helped out at gardening club, turning up with his spade to help with the 

digging.  Staff and ex-pupils may remember that Barry provided chocolates each 

Christmas! 

So it was with great sadness that I learned he had passed on and that his funeral 

was this week on Wednesday.  I am grateful to Mrs Croucher and Mrs Patey for 

being able to attend the service and for making me aware of the great many ways 

in which Barry supported our school. 

So with my condolences to Barry’s family and to all who knew him, I wish you a 

peaceful weekend. 

Mr Barton 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/


 

Upcoming Events – links take you to the relevant letter 

Next week, beginning 11th March  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Otter 

Swimming 
   

Red Nose Day 

(see below) 

 

Forest School  

Kingfisher = am 

Otter = pm 

The following week, beginning 18th March 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Otter 

Swimming 

 

Tag Rugby 

Competition – 

team picked 

from Kingfisher 

class 

Coffee 

Morning for 

volunteers 

 

National Poetry 

Day – Children 

to dress up as 

book 

characters 

(Info was 

emailed on 

27th Feb) 

Parent Council 

meeting 9am 

 

Comic Relief Red Nose Day  

Comic Relief Red Nose day is taking place this Friday 15th March when children will be able 

to dress in red in exchange for a donation to this charity.  Coincidentally this is the same day 

that Kingfisher and Otter will be visiting Forest School so there dress code for the day is as per 

the letter previously sent out.  Additionally Comic Relief Red Noses can be purchased from 

the School Office for £1.25 each and we have one box, so when they're gone, they're gone!  

Change of INSET day in February 2020 

In order to take advantage of staff training offered by the Bath and Mendip Partnership Trust, 

we have changed the date of an In Service Training (INSET) day in February next year.  

Friday, 14th February 2020 will no longer be an INSET day and pupils will need to attend school 

on that day.  However, Monday 24th February 2020 will now be an INSET day on which school 

will be closed to children.  Our website has been updated accordingly and you can find all 

the term dates for next year here. 

Keeping children safe online – a message from the police 

We would like to pass on the following useful advice to parents, as sent out by the police to 

schools recently: 

“We know that many children are using social media when ‘officially’ they are too young to 

sign up to the sites – we know because they tell us! 

Lots of them say that Mums and Dads have signed them up – sometimes years ago. There’s 

nothing illegal in that, but please keep in mind that if you signed your 8 year old up to 

Facebook five years ago, saying they were 13 years old – they now appear as an 18 year old on 

the site.  

If an adult tries to groom your now 13 year old via social media, they will be able to argue that 

they thought they were talking to another adult. Remember to update their details, check their 

privacy settings, and talk to them about which pictures they use for their profile, so they’re safe 

online. Thank you.” 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/Letters_2019/Swimming_Letter_Years_3-4_Term_4_2019.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/Letters_2019/Swimming_Letter_Years_3-4_Term_4_2019.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/FOREST_SCHOOL_Kingfisher_March_2019.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/FOREST_SCHOOL_Otter_March_2019.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/Letters_2019/Swimming_Letter_Years_3-4_Term_4_2019.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/Letters_2019/Swimming_Letter_Years_3-4_Term_4_2019.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/Letters_2019/Tag_rugby_tournament_MAR_19.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/Letters_2019/Tag_rugby_tournament_MAR_19.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/School-Term-Dates-and-INSET-Days-2019-2020/


PTA Easter Egg – 22 April 2019 

A raffle and Easter Egg Hunt will take place at the school on Monday 22 April from 

11 am to 1 pm.  Tickets are currently on sale through Jess Cox in the playground after 

school and will cost £2.00 per child. 

 

Rags 2 Riches Unwanted Clothes Collection  - 22 MARCH 2019 

The school will be holding a fundraising Rags2Riches Clothes collection on: 
 

FRIDAY 22 MARCH 2019 
 

If you have any unwanted items as listed below, can you please put them to 

one side ready for the collection.  Bags have been sent home today. 

 

The following items CAN go in the bag:  

 

 

oft toys and unwanted gifts  

 

 

 

 

 

Please do NOT include: 

 

– the school can add to our Uniform Swap Shop rail  

 

– the school can add to our Uniform Swap Shop rail  

 

 

If you could bring your full bags into the School Hall by 9am on Friday 22 March, 

we would be most grateful.  

 

Scholastic Book Fair  

As a result of the Scholastic Book Fair Shop which was at the school last week, the 

school has been awarded £176 to spend on new books for the Library.  Many 

thanks to everyone who supported the fair. 

Pensford 10k and 1k Fun Run – please support the PTA! 

Parents will have received an email today about the Pensford 10k and 1k 

runs, which will be on Sunday, 28th April (not March as mistakenly sent out 

by email and on Facebook!).  Please do respond to the PTA’s request for 

help if you can!  They also need support on Saturday, 15th June as the Bristol 

Epic Three Peaks Race will start and end in Pensford on that day and the 

organisers of the event will be making a donation to the PTA in return for 

their help. 


