
Newsletter – 18
th

 January 2019 
We are proud to say… 

 

 Stars of the week in Duckling are:  Bea and Lexon 
 Stars of the week in Dragonfly : Frankie and Freya 
 Stars of the week in Otter are: Charlotte and Maisie 
 Stars of the week in Kingfisher are: Edie and Tilda 
 Headteacher awards: Dylan, Freya, Jack W and Jaime 
 Best class attendance: Dragonfly & Otter (both 99%!) 

Please click the class names to visit the class webpages. 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

It has been a great pleasure for me to work with a very enthusiastic group of pupils 

form Years 5 and 6 this week on re-launching our Eco Team.  Last year we were very 

successful in engaging with a range of energy-saving initiatives that earned us a 

prize as joint winners (with Freshford school) of the Energy Sparks competition.  It has 

been a busy year at Pensford and we are only just joining in with this year’s 

competition, but we are already placed well up the table (3rd as I write) on the 

Energy Sparks website.  

The children earn points for the school by carrying out a wide range of activities as 

suggested by Energy Sparks.  This year I have been particularly impressed with how 

independent our children have been in taking decisions about which activities to do 

and logging them online themselves.  The 

younger members of the Eco-Team will be 

joining in too, from next week. 

Part of the project is to share information 

with families about ways to save energy at 

home.  We’ve attached some information 

on the next page of the newsletter, which 

may give you some handy hints and helps 

our Eco-Team to fulfil their role of ‘spreading 

the message’. 

It was also good to see a high take-up of 

meals on our Burger Bar day on Thursday.  

Mrs Cook did a great job as always and the 

children could add what they wanted from 

a range of salad options to build their own 

burgers.  Thanks to Seany for modelling for 

us here! Next week I’ll be telling you about 

your invitation to our next special meal, 

which will be to celebrate Mother’s Day. 

I hope you all have a very good weekend, 

Mr Barton 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
https://www.energysparks.uk/scoreboards/bath-north-east-somerset-and-frome


 

 

Upcoming Events – links take you to the relevant letter 

Next week, beginning 21st January  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

No judo club 

(parents have 

been notified 

by text) 

  

Reception and 

Year 1 to FUNS 

festival at 

Chew Valley 

School 

 

 

The following week, beginning 28th January 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

FREE Kick Boxing 

taster session 

(to replace judo 

club).  Please 

contact the 

office to sign up. 

 

The school nurse 

service will be 

delivering lessons 

to all classes on 

hygiene and 

handwashing.  

Thanks to Parent 

Council for this 

good idea! 

  

Mr Miller will be on safeguarding training on Monday and Tuesday 28th-29th Jan.  The class will 

be taught by Miss Young and Miss Smith on Monday, and by Mr Barton on Tuesday. 

Energy (and money!) saving tips from the Eco-Team 

In the Home 

Here is some information about the biggest energy guzzling appliances in the home: 

Fridge-freezer 

Fridge-freezers often account for 5% of a household’s annual energy bill. There are 

several easy things you can do to make sure they’re running at full efficiency: 

Defrosting regularly can save £100 per year. Do so at least once a year, or when 

there is more than 1cm of frost covering a large area of the surface. 

Make sure to keep food in the fridge at 5°C or below.  Make sure all seals and 

drawers close properly.  Keep it stocked up – fridges work best when three quarters 

full. But it doesn’t work well when overfilled! 

Don’t store stuff on top and keep it away from the wall to allow air to circulate 

around it.  Hoover dust from condenser coils at the back or underneath the fridge. 

Electric heaters 

A lot of people think it’s cheaper to use an electric heater to heat a room instead of 

central heating. However, it’s estimated that having one on for two hours a day 

could cost £200 over a year. It may actually save you money to keep your house at 

a reasonable constant temperature using central heating and then just put an extra 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Parents_Letters_2018_2019/Yr_R_and_Y1_FUNS_FESTIVAL_24_JAN_2019.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Parents_Letters_2018_2019/Yr_R_and_Y1_FUNS_FESTIVAL_24_JAN_2019.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Parents_Letters_2018_2019/Yr_R_and_Y1_FUNS_FESTIVAL_24_JAN_2019.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Parents_Letters_2018_2019/Yr_R_and_Y1_FUNS_FESTIVAL_24_JAN_2019.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Parents_Letters_2018_2019/Yr_R_and_Y1_FUNS_FESTIVAL_24_JAN_2019.pdf


jumper on if you need it! If you’re wasting heat through your walls and roof, you 

should look at insulating. 

 

Tumble dryer 

We all know tumble dryers can be costly, and that we should use a clothes horse or 

washing line where possible. But let’s face it, there will always be occasions when it’s 

the easiest option. Here are a few tips: 

Picking a dryer with a good energy rating is key here – it could make all the 

difference to your bills. An inefficient C-rated dyer is estimated to cost a huge 49p 

per load, while an A-rated model should cost around 14p per load. The investment 

in replacing old/inefficient appliances could pay off in the long run by lowering your 

bills. 

If you have to use it, make sure to clean the lint filter each time to help air circulate 

and stop it overheating, which will help it run more efficiently. 

Washing machine 

One of the most used appliances in the home, your washing machine can add a lot 

to your energy bill. Making small changes like changing the temperature you wash 

at could make a big difference. A 40°C wash uses a third less than a 60°C cycle! 

Try to stick to medium heats and only use a hot wash if really necessary – most 

clothes will wash perfectly at a lower temperature. 

TV 

As a general rule, the bigger the screen, the more energy it will use. It’s also worth 

bearing in mind that LCD screens are much cheaper to run than plasma screens. 

A final word… 

Don’t keep things on standby! Appliances can use loads of energy even when not in 

use. Unplugging TVs, set boxes and wifi boxes overnight could save you money. 

How can I choose more energy efficient appliances? 

Most of the appliances we use today are vital for everyday living – whether they’re 

for cleaning our clothes or for keeping our food fresh. Whilst you won’t be able to 

make do without them, you can still save valuable money on your energy bill by 

selecting energy efficient models. Most common kitchen appliances have an 

energy efficiency rating, with A++ being the most efficient, and G the least efficient. 

Whilst a newer A++ rated fridge freezer costs less than £15.80 per year to run, an 

older G-rated model could cost more than £68.63. 


