
 

 

 

 
 

                    

Friday, 9th March 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As you may well be aware from updates in our newsletter from time to time, the governors 

of Pensford School have been carefully looking at the implications of our school becoming 

an academy.  Further to that, we have also been looking at doing this at the same time as 

joining a group of academies – known as a Multi-Academy Trust.  Joining a Trust is the 

only viable way that schools can now realistically become academies. 

 

The governors have never sought academisation as an end in itself.  Rather, the need to 

academise is one that has arisen across the local authority as changes to funding have 

meant that BANES can no longer fully support schools.  This is particularly true when it 

comes to the most important service the local authority provides for pupils, which is 

ongoing training and school improvement.  At Pensford, the pressure to academise also 

arose during the time when the school was judged by Ofsted to ‘Require Improvement’.  

Now we are in a different, much stronger position but the financial and structural needs for 

change are still very much a reality. 

 

The Pensford governors have taken a period of over two years to examine this issue in 

depth and to make a careful decision about the direction that we believe offers most to our 

pupils in the future.  We have been very keen to retain strong links in the Chew Valley, not 

least with Chew Valley School where the majority of our pupils go.  Additionally, the 

governors have been very aware of the momentum that the school is gathering in terms of 

results, Ofsted rating and pupil numbers.  We know that the academisation process must 

not get in the way of this trajectory and in fact must spur us on even further. 

 

Therefore we have decided that the time is right to set a clear path for the school over the 

next 12 months or so that will remove the uncertainty around this issue.  At a meeting on 

Monday 26th February, a unanimous decision was taken to join the Partnership Trust.  This 

Multi-Academy Trust has at its centre the Outstanding Bath and Mendip Partnership 

Teaching School based at Fosse Way.  It is an organisation with a strong focus on primary 

education and one which understands small schools well.  Rather than having a secondary 

school at its centre, the financial backing and infrastructure stem from two special schools 

– Fosse Way and the Mendip School.  This gives the Partnership Trust a very strong 

understanding of primary and child-centred education that fits Pensford’s ethos well. 

 

Furthermore, this gives us the very important opportunity to maintain and develop further 

links with Chew Valley School without any distraction from a different nearby secondary 

school.  While Chew Valley has settled on a different Multi-Academy Trust that will no 

doubt serve it well, we have joined a couple of other Chew Valley Primaries in selecting a 

child-focused Trust that is firmly rooted in primary education. 
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http://thepartnershiptrust.co.uk/


Even having taken this decision at governor level, the process of joining a Multi-Academy 

Trust is quite lengthy and we do not anticipate us being officially part of the Partnership 

Trust until around April next year.  During the coming weeks your views on this 

arrangement are crucial to our governance of the school as we move forward.  We would 

therefore like to offer you some opportunities to talk to us so that we can answer any 

queries that you might have and work with you on this.  Informally of course, you could talk 

to any of our parent governors: Adele Balzan, Jo Barnes and Donna Uren.  Mr Barton is 

also regularly available if you would like to speak to him about this. 

 

On a slightly more formal footing, governors will be available in the school hall to talk to 

you after the Easter holiday, at the following times: 

 

 Wednesday, 11th April at 2:45pm (pre-school children welcome) 

 Wednesday, 11th April at 7:00pm 

 

These meetings will give you a good opportunity to ask any questions that you might have 

about the process.  If you are able to attend, we would be grateful if you would let the 

school office know, along with any specific questions you have. 

 

If you are unable to attend, and have a question, please forward it to the office.  A 

record of the meeting will be circulated together with answers to the questions raised. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity for the role that you as parents and carers have played 

in the growing success of our school.  I look forward to hearing your views on our new path 

as we take the school on still further. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

 

Nigel Chambers 

(Chair of Governors) 


